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Yamaha R3 bLU cRU European Superfinale: 

Spain’s Gonzalo Sanchez is the 2023 R3 SuperFinale Winner 

 

 
 

22 riders from seven different countries gave their all over the course of two fantastic 

races at Autódromo Internacional do Algarve, Portugal, as they fought it out for the chance 

to win the ‘crown’ and a supported ride in next year’s Yamaha R3 bLUcRU European 

Championship. 

 

In Race 1 it was 15-year-old Sanchez who took command, pulling out a very impressive 

lead of over six seconds on the chasing pack. Behind him a large group of riders were in 

contention for the final two podium spots and a superb last lap from fellow Spaniard 

Natalia Rivera saw her take second place. Italy’s Christian Pucci completed the Race 1 

podium. 



 

 

 

With his confidence levels high following such a dominant victory, Sanchez seemed odds 

on favourite to take a second win when Race 2 rolled around, and while the youngster was 

in fact able to make it two from two it was a much more closely contested competition. 

Unfortunately Race 1 podium sitter Rivera was ruled out in a crash on Lap 4, a real pity 

considering her excellent performance throughout the weekend. Meanwhile, new names 

were ready to rise up the ranks, and a hard-charging Cameron Swain was determinedly 

carving his way through the field. The Australian took the final spot on the podium, while 

an equally impressive Mario Salles (Brazil) managed to better the fourth place he achieved 

in Race 1 when he charged through to a great second. Italian star Pucci suffered a crash 

in the closing stages of the race which brought out the red flag and halted the race 

prematurely - he thankfully avoided serious injury, although he was taken to hospital. 

 

The Top 3 in the final standings of the R3 SuperFinale were Sanchez, Salles and Swain.  

 

Sanchez will now be given a fully supported ride in next year’s R3 bLUcRU European 

Championship series, which runs alongside selected rounds of the FIM Superbike World 

Championship. A second competitor will also be offered support from Yamaha for 2024, 

and this rider will be announced in due course following a meeting of the Yamaha Racing 

Committee. 

 

European Pairs Speedway Championship: 

Team Poland grabs the title at home 

 

The championship has been close and competitive all season with no clear favorite for the 

crown, but in the end the fireworks fizzled out and Team Poland took the European Pairs 

Speedway Championship title in the grand Final. 

 



 

 

A thrilling night for Przemysław Pawlicki, Szymon Woźniak and Mateusz Cierniak in Opole, 

Poland, as the champions were not decided until the last series of heats. 

 

At home Team Poland ruled from the beginning and beat Denmark in an exciting heat 

finished 4:2. 

 

The battle for the third place involved all the other teams, but in the deciding heats it 

was Finnish pair led by Timo Lahti and Antti Vuolas who claimed the third place on the 

podium. 

 

 

 

Final standings 

1. Poland (PrzemysławPawlicki, SzymonWoźniak, Mateusz Cierniak)  

2. Denmark (Rasmus Jensen, Mads Hansen) 

3. Finland (Timo Lahti, Jesse Mustonen, Antti Vuolas) 

 



 

 

Tout Terrain Rally Cup: 

Galicia Rally 

 

 
 

The fourth and last round of the Tout Terrain Rally Cup was the Galicia Rally, raced from 

September 25th to 30th in northwestern Spain, close to the boarder with Portugal. 

The race took place in the beautiful landscape of Galicia region, with everyday route 

between 100 and 240 km in different terrains and in sunny weather conditions. 

Italian rider Matteo Bottino (Beta) won the race keeping the leadership since the first day 

of the competition ahead of Christian Pastori (Husqvarna). Third until the next to last race, 

Charlie Julia Barthe lost the position in favor of Milos Sochor (Husqvarna). 

 

Final standings 

M1 - Paolo Carraro, ITA 

M2 - Milos Sochor, CZE 

M3 - Jacque De Molay, ITA 

M4 - Matteo Bottino, ITA 

M5 - Marco Rubbiani, ITA 

M6 - Suleyman Aydin, TUR 


