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16th March 2020
Press Release n. 22

Coronavirus Emergency
Point of view by the FIM Europe and President Mr Martin de Graaff

Worldwide the situation becomes every day tougher. The Coronavirus outbreak emergency is changing our way of life and habits.

The FIM Europe is living an extreme moment, never happened before, and is preparing to face the coming months by implementing changes in the calendars and the way sporting events will be held.

Many rounds have already been cancelled, even if the aim of the FIM Europe is to run with all the programmed races, but also to postpone other future events if that becomes necessary.

This is a tough decision, motivated by the spirit of full cooperation with the current and future regulations, considering the difficult situation in Europe and the fact that the European Governments are communicating provisions in order to face the emergency.

Mr Martin De Graaff, FIM Europe President
“This is a tough time for everybody, not only in Europe, but in the whole world. The FIM Europe is facing this emergency with responsibility, already planning new dates for some postponed races respecting the new provisions by the Governments. The motorsport world is strong and solid in front of this situation and we’ll keep on working for our riders, in order to reschedule all the events in the calendars. The FIM Europe is constantly monitoring the evolution of the situation, hoping to resume all the activities as soon as possible. In a difficult moment like this we ask everybody for a great sense of responsibility: FIM Europe's priority is the total protection of the riders, organizers, public and all the staff involved in the events”.

Mr Alessandro Sambuco, FIM Europe Secretary General
[bookmark: _GoBack]“FIM Europe’s actions are guaranteed by the operation of the General Secretariat Staff and the regular activities of the management bodies with web meetings. Each member is in smart working as the main priority is the security of the employees. We are keeping on working in order to guarantee all the activities. The Executive Board is in constant contact to ensure maximum responsiveness in these difficult times. Press releases and a continuous communication will inform about any change. My staff and each member of all the sporting and non sporting commissions are continuing to work in order to provide the resumption of all the activities as soon as possible”.
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	About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes 46 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attri- butions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, envi- ronment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably: to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials, coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people, both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
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