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EMX 125 and 250

at Assen (The Netherlands)

The 2018 MXGP of The Netherlands was
full of action throughout the weekend
and the European Championships of
EMX125 presented by FMF Racing and
EMX250 added to massive racing event.
Team Suzuki Germany’s Jett Lawrence
and RD10’s Raivo Dankers took advan-
tage of their final opportunities of the
season and claimed the respective ove-
rall wins in Assen.
The final rounds of the 2018 season for
both European Championship classes
provided great racing in front of a massive crowd over the pair of Dutch race days. While the EMX250
Champion Mathys Boisrame (photo2) from Honda Redmoto Assomotor was crowned at the penultimate
round of Bulgaria weeks ago the EMX125 presented by FMF Racing title was yet to be decided. This wee-
kend not only crowned Yamaha Europe EMX125’s Thibault Benistant (photo4) the new 125 champion but
also sealed the Championship result of both classes for the entire field.

EMX 250
The previous round of the EMX250 Championship in Bulgaria crowned Honda RedMoto Assomotor’s Mathys
Boisrame 2018 champion a few weeks ago leaving the weekend open for others to take the final win of
the season.

FIM Europe Vice President Martin de Gra-
aff, Thibault Benistant, Mathys Boisrame,
Youthstream Vice President David Luongo
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The finale was taken advantage of first by Team DIGA Procross’ Dylan Walsh but Team Suzuki Ger-
many’s Jett Lawrence took the spot by the end of the first lap. LRT KTM’s Tom Vialle then took the
lead from Lawrence before Walsh went out with a mechanical issue.
Several riders were swallowed up by the technical sand such as KTM Silver Action’s Gianluca Fac-
chetti and BUD Racing Monster Energy’s Brian Moreau. Creymert Racing’s Kevin Horgmo took third
position from WZ-Racing’s Jeremy Sydow while Lawrence reclaimed the lead and won the race by
13 seconds. Taking second was Vialle followed by Horgmo and Sydow while the series champion,
Boisrame, finished 19th.
On Sunday  Lawrence took the lead and held on to it until the finish under the watchful eye of Hor-
gmo who ran 2nd the entire race as well. Vialle was again riding strong in 3rd but a mistake dropped
him to 9th.
The 3rd place spot of Vialle was then given to Apico Honda Factory Racing’s Steven Clarke ahead
of Walsh in 4th. Gold plate holder Boisrame had a much better race 2 with a top ten start he moved
from 9th all the way up to 4th past MX88 Carglass Honda Racing’s Freek van der Vlist.
At the finish double race wins gave Jett Lawrence his first EMX250 Overall win ahead of Horgmo
and Clarke. In the overall top three Lawrence and Horgmo again took the top 2 spots but Vialle
took 3rd with his 2-7 finishes.

EMX 125
Two days of racing scheduled Race 1 of EMX125 presented by FMF Racing as the first EMX event Sa-
turday morning and all eyes were on Yamaha Europe EMX125’s Thibault Benistant and Maddi Racing
Husqvarna’s Mattia Guadagnini. The red plate holder Benistant came into the race with the chance
to become Europe Champion and Guadagnini was the only one who could potential spoil the party.

When the racing kicked off however it was neither Benistant or Guadagini in the lead, it was instead
F4E Racing KTM’s Kjell Verbruggen. Guadagnini was all the way back in 14th on the first lap while
Benistant was well outside the points scoring positions in 26th. The poor starts combined with the
challenging sand of Assen
created a massive amount
of work for the Frenchman
and the Italian.

Benistant moved his way
forward but so too did Gua-
dagnini. Guadagnini made
it up to 7th after his 14th
place start and Benistant
went from 26th to 17th but
fell on the last lap still fini-
shing 20th position for a
single Championship point.
The single point however
was the only one needed to
give the 26-point gap requi-
red to clinch his first ever
European championship
title in dramatic fashion.
Verbruggen won the race
with Filip Olsson 2nd, Ya-
maha Europe EMX125’s Rick
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Elzinga 3rd, RD10’s Raivo
Dankers 4th, and F4E Ra-
cing KTM’s Mario Lucas
Sanz in 5th.

Race 2 started off with
Race 1’s 4th place finisher
Dankers in the lead with
Matias Versterinen chasing
along with Motoblouz HB
Racing’s Florian Miot. Ver-
sterinen held a strong se-
cond as Dankers was long
gone for 12 laps but on the
13th both Miot and Elzinga
went past to take over 2nd
and 3rd. The new cham-
pion, Benistant, started
race 2 in 16th and quickly
worked his way through the field to 8th were he slotted in behind Guadagnini.

At the finish it was a race and overall win for Dankers with Miot second, and Elzinga 3rd. The Overall
podium led by Dankers was completed by Elzinga with his 3-3 finishes and Verbruggen with his win in
race 1 and 6th in race 2.

The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.
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About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attri-
butions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, envi-
ronment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling
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