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European Trial Championship
at Bilstain (Belgium) - Preview

The curtain is going to close on 2018
FIM Europe Championships and Cups in
one of the most famous venue in the
Trial world; the private area of Bilstain
in Belgium, theater of important world
events in the Eighties.
Lately back in the scene as last year
with two different rounds of the same
championship, Bilstain is again ready
to give its support. The place is very
convenient for spectators: it is possi-
ble to watch all the sections in almost
one square km and the big natural
rocks – where the sections are drawn -
are always challenging enough to en-
sure a high quality show.
This year all the classes are going to
be present. On Saturday Women and
Youths, on Sunday Europe,  Junior and
Over40.
Following the chronological order, the
best trial female riders will be the first
to start. Spanish Berta Abellan (Ver-
tigo, photo1) seems to be very close to
claim her first continental title. She
got 3 victories in her pocket, letting
German Theresa Bauml (Montesa),
winner of one round, too, quite behind
in the overall standings: 45 points.
The leadership of Spanish Martin Riobo
(Gas Gas, photo2) in the Youth class is
even more consistent: he has 90 marks
clear of his countrymate Pol Medyna
(Beta). Only an unlucky retirement
could tear away the title from his
hands. 
Almost same large advantage for Ita-
lian Matteo Grattarola (Sembenini
Montesa, photo3) in the Europe class,
on the scene the day after. He has 75
points clear of Spanish Francesc Moret
(Montesa) who must hope for a very
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bad day of the Italian pluri-champion to
overturn the forecast. 
Odds on Italian Sergio Piardi (Beta, photo4)
to gain the Junior Cup, 30 points ahead of
French Kieran Touly (Sherco) who won the
last round and will fight giving his best to
repeat the performance this Sunday. 
The only class still open to unpredictable
outcomes is the Over 40. The victory of Ita-
lian Piero Sembenini (Montesa) and, at the
same time, the poor fourth place of the se-
ries' leader, German Marcus Kipp (TRS,
photo5) re-opened the fight for the Cup.
Now Kipp is still leading but by only 5 points
on Sembenini. It means that who will stay
ahead will bring home the Over 40 Cup.
In both days other riders belonging to Inter-
national classes will enter, enriching the
event of participants. 
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The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.
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About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attri-
butions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, envi-
ronment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling
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