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European Sidecar Championship Final

at Werlte (Germany)

The 3,500 spectators, who attended the European Sidecar Championship Final at Werlte in
North Germany, were treated to an exciting evening of close racing, although the meeting
did take a little longer than originally scheduled.
Despite extensive track watering during the preceding week, the very hot and humid con-
ditions made it difficult for the organising club to maintain an ideal race surface as the
meeting progressed. Following a discussion between the riders and the FIM Europe Jury
members, additional track grading and watering sessions were added to the night’s schedule
and this enabled the riders to race at speeds approx 120 km/h on the 540 metre oval.
With each of the 12 Sidecar teams competing in four qualifying heats – before earning their
place in one of two Finals (B and  A) – racing was always going to be hard and fast.
With the winner and second placed rider from the B Final being elevated into the main A
Final, this race was always going to be one of the toughest of the evening. The German
pairing of Manual Meier and passenger Melanie Schrempp leapt from the tapes, chased by
the English team of Mitch Godden and Paul Smith. Although Godden chased hard for 4 laps
he was unable to catch Meier, and the two dutifully took their place in the ‘winner takes
all’ A Final.
Despite the long evening, hardly anyone left the stadium as they waited for what was going
to be an epic Final with six riders representing three of the FIM Europe Federations (ACU
DMSB and KNMV).  Defending champion Dutchman William Matthijssen and passenger Sandra
Mollema made a lighting star from the gate, closely followed by Godden and Smith with
the German team of Markus Venus and Markus Heiss in hot pursuit. Despite the experience
of Venus and the enthusiasm and speed of Godden, none of them was able to catch Matthi-
jessen, who roared across the finishing line to the delight and applause of the crowd. The
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2018 European champion-
ship is Matthijssen’s third
‘back to back’ win, and
takes his total tally of Eu-
ropean titles to six.

In the photos (©Jesper Vel-
dhuizen):  
2018  European Sidecar
champions  William Mat-
thijssen and Sandra Moil-
lema action at Werlte in
North Germany
The rostrum: from left run-
ner up Mitch Godden and
Paul Smith (ACU), 2018
champion William Mat-
thijssen and Sandra Moil-
lema (KNMV) and 3rd
placed Markus Venus and Markus Heiss. 

Full results on FIM Europe website: http://www.fim-europe.eu/events/598

The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.
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About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attri-
butions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, envi-
ronment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling
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