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European Sidecar Championship Final

at Wertle (Germany) 

William Matthijs-
sen will try to
continue his do-
mination of in-
t e r n a t i o n a l
Sidecar racing at
the 2018 Euro-
pean Final on Sa-
turday at Werlte,
in the North of
Germany. The
4 1 - y e a r - o l d
Dutch star goes
in search of a
hat-trick of con-
secutive wins
and a sixth title,
with only Ger-
man legends
Thomas Kunert
(11) and Josef
Ondreka (10) winners of more than one title.
Matthijssen has been dominating the class since the retirement of Kunert, but he has one im-
portant omission from his racing CV – none of his previous five victories have been achieved in
Germany, so he’ll need to rectify that to continue his winning streak.
Wilfred Detz joins Matthijssen in carrying the hopes of The Netherlands, after winning last Sun-
day’s semi-final on home turf at Roden. 
That lack of win for Matthijssen in the Fatherland will give encouragement to Germany’s two
big riders – Marcus Brandhofer and Markus Venus – who were second and third behind the Dut-
chman in 2017. Both riders racked up five silver medals in this very competitive championship.
Venus and Brandhofer are part of a four-strong German hand, with Raphael San Milan/ Benedikt
Zapf and Manuel Meier/ Melanie Schrempp having progressed from the Dutch Semi-Final last
weekend.
Great Britain can match Germany’s four crews, and have the only other competitors who know
what it is like to lift the trophy. Josh Goodwin/ Liam Brown had that honour on home soil back
in 2014, but despite a string of national titles, they haven’t come close to repeating the feat
ever since. It will also be interesting to see how competitive Goodwin can be following a recent
appendix operation.
Mitch Godden/ Paul Smith will be looking to build on their appearance in the Final of last year’s
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championship where they finished fourth, with the duo having prioritised racing on the con-
tinent this season for this big occasion. 
Shaun Harvey/Danny Hogg have won more English championship crowns (8) than anyone,
but the podium at this championship has remained frustratingly elusive. The last of the Bri-
tish quartet – Dan Berwick/ Mark Hopkins – will look to build on their podium finish at the
Dutch Semi-Final, which secured their first appearance at this level.

The hopes of France rely on Christophe Grenier/ Vincent Bertoneche, the French rider having
secured a bronze medal in the championship five years ago, while Denmark will be repre-
sented by Mike Frederikson – like Berwick, competing in his first European Final.
The reserves for this occasion will be Britain’s Barrie Bennett/ Eifion Hughes and French
pair Eric and Bernard Betous.

The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.
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About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attri-
butions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, envi-
ronment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling
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