
Press Release
European Individual Grass Track Final 

at Tayac (France) - Preview

James Shanes bids to write his own piece of track racing history in the European Grass Track Champion-
ship Final at Tayac, in the South of France, the next Saturday evening.
The young rider, who lives near Poole on the South coast of England, will attempt a hat-trick of conse-
cutive wins in this championship, a feat achieved previously only by Dutch Jannick De Jong, former
World Champion.
Only two other men – German Robert Barth and Stephan Katt – have three European crowns to their
name, meaning Katt (who is also competing at Tayac), could be the first man to win four European
crowns should he triumph in France on Saturday night.
Two more contenders have won the title before - British Paul Hurry triumphed back in 2005, while the
only previous French winner, Stephane Tressarrieu had his time in the spotlight three years later.
The hopes of the host-nation do not however only rest on the oldest of the Tresarrieu siblings. Reigning
World Champion Mathieu Tresarrieu, (11 years younger than Stephane) will try to do better than in 2016
when he was runner-up to Shanes, with Mathieu winning a European Semi Final at Tayac two years ago.
Dimitri Berge, back on the World and European scene after injury should also have a major say, while
Anthony Chauffour is the fourth host-nation hopeful on show.
In addition to Shanes and Hurry, Britain can count on two-times World Junior Champion Zach Wajtk-
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necht, (winner of the semi final in England earlier this year), and Dave Mears, promoted into
the starting line up following the withdrawal of Andrew Whitaker.
Christian Hulshorst and the promising Max Dilger join Katt in a three-pronged German bid.
The Dutch challenge certainly cannot be overlooked with youngster Romano Hummel looking
the most likely to pick up the De Jong mantle; Marc Beishuizen was mightily impressive in the
UK semi-final and has backed up that performance with strong showings around Europe since;
Lars Zandvliet and Henry Van der Steen complete the Dutch four-strong hand.
The remaining three riders carry the Czech Republic’s hopes. It seems remarkable that current
World bronze medallist Josef Franc has never made the podium in this European championship,
while Hynek Stichauer and Martin Malek are more than capable of being spoilers.
The two reserves hoping for a ride are Briton Richard Hall and Gaetan Stella from France.

In the photo: defending European Individual Grass Track Champion James Shanes, who will try
to achieve a hat track of back to back European titles in Tayac 

The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.

About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attri-
butions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, envi-
ronment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling
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