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Freestyle European Championship at Munchen (Germany)

For the eight time, the best
riders from Night of the
Jumps flew through the sold
out Olympic Hall in Munich
on Saturday night. 10 riders
from five nations were invi-
ted to the opening round of
the FIM European FMX
Championship and were lif-
ted by the collective chee-
ring of the 10,000 strong
crowd.
The list of riders was incre-
dibly strong with the 4-time
consecutive, reigning World
Champion, Maikel Melero
(ESP), Libor Podmol (CZE),
David Rinaldo (FRA) and
Remi Bizouard (FRA) as the
FIM World Champions to
grace the track.  All riders had only one goal, and that was to beat the German FMX Wunderkind, Luc Ac-
kermann on his home turf, after sealing the win in NIGHT of the JUMPs Berlin after landing his Double
Backflip. It wouldn’t be an easy task of course, with the 20-year old German riding so much smoother
and safer in 2018 despite his aggressive style. 
Luc showed a flagrant disregard for his competition by busting out the very first Double Backflip performed
in Qualifying at NIGHT of the JUMPs. He took the lead in qualifying by a massive 52 points coming into
the final round.  There has never been such a lead from the qualifying winner over the next best ranked
rider in the history of NIGHT of the JUMPs qualification. Remi Bizouard, Libor Podmol, Petr Pilat and David
Rinaldo followed the German and Spaniard into the final round. 
For the other German rider to make his appearance in the Bavarian capital, Kai Haase was the first FMX
rider to land the Lazyboy Backflip. For such a technical trick, it still wasn’t enough for Kai to make it to
the final. The Australian, Ryan Brown crashed out of qualifying but suffered only a sprained wrist and
small concussion. The 18 years old, Matej Cesak from the Czech Republic put together a solid run, while
Brice Izzo just missed out on the Top 6 final by a handful of points. 
In the Rockwell Best Whip competition, it was a battle between the 2013 World Champion, David Rinaldo
and Kai Haase. Ultimately it was the style king, Rinaldo, who inverted his bike more and took the win.
However the frustration for the Berliner was short lived, when after the break, he won the Maxxis Highest
Air competition ahead of Brice Izzo at the 8.50 metre mark. At 8.50 metre, Brice just knocked the bar off
on his last attempt, and while Haase knocked the bar off on the first attempt, he easily cleaned up his
mistake on the second jump and took the trophy. 
The final round of the best 6 riders brought the energy levels of the Olympiahalle to fever pitch. Four of
the riders brought the Egg Roll on the quarterpipe. Three riders the flair.Petr Pilat just washed out on the
flair and fell to 6th position, but it wasn’t great for the next 5 riders. Rinaldo put together a solid run
with a whole set of different tricks together that we don’t normally see from Rinaldo in his run, but on
the Double Up, he aborted his California Roll which cost him valuable points. The mistakes hurt his score
and he could only take 5th position. 
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Libor Podmol started with a solid run, but after doing a Dead-
sailor Backflip in his run, he also had to say good-bye to a po-
dium position. The reigning World Champion had the possibility
to take the first European Championship event win, and Maikel
Melero tried to set the benchmark high before Luc Ackermann
came out for his final run of the night.  While landing the Lazy
Flip, Egg Roll and Nac-Nac Flair, it was the mistake on the Cali-
fornia Roll where he couldn’t get a good run-up that he decided
it wasn’t safe to push hard on the night. 
The last rider who could battle with Ackermann was the three-
time former World Champion, Remi Bizouard. Bizouard busted
out a big Hart Flip, Egg Roll, Tsunami Flip and Volt in the Double
Up. It secured him the hot seat but not before Luc Ackermann
would start his final run as the last rider of the night. 
The 20-year old Red Bull rider delivered everything that was
asked of him. Ruler Indy Flip, 360, Nac 360, Flair and the biggest
Surfer to Ruler Flip in his career to win the Honor Trick of the
Day award, before he went ahead and landed the Double Back-
Flip. 10,000 fans inside the Olympiahalle were cheering at dea-
fening levels when they cheered their local German rider, Luc,
to victory in the first European Championship event. 
The final of the FMX European Championship will take place in
2 weeks at the Night of the Jumps in Mannheim on May 5th,
2018 at the SAP Arena. With a strong performance, Luc has the
chance to win the European Championship. 

The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.

About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attri-
butions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, envi-
ronment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling
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