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FIM Europe Director of Public Affairs John Chatterton-Ross 
reflects on 2017

Q. What was your highlight of 2017?
A. The 17th September when Ana Carra-
sco won the World Championship Super-
sport 300 race!   
Q. That is a surprising answer from our re-
presentative to Brussels, any connection
from Ana’s win to the work you do?
A. That is why it is my highlight of 2017.
Motorcycling needs more women riders.
In sport this is significant. We see nothing
unusual in women and men competing on
equal terms in equestrian sports. To see
this in motorcycling sport is fantastic.   
It is good the 300cc category is promoted
as these motorcycles are cost effective
for sport and road use, and as Ana proved
on the track, a woman can race as well as
any man. It is good politically too, making
motorcycling more mainstream. Not just
an activity for men.  
Q. Are there other barriers to more
women riding?

A. A woman can drive a large car as well as a small one. The seats can be adjusted. With mo-
torcycles there is little effort by the manufacturers to make bikes that fit women and shorter
men. I have no idea why motocross derived suspension is used on many road motorcycles. It is
more expensive, and in winter riding the risk of corrosion to the linkage is considerable if you
are riding in wet climates. It makes the seat height very high. It is completely pointless as a
road motorcycle does not need a large range of suspension movement. 
This means many women and shorter men have to buy the cruiser style motorcycle if they want
a low seat and larger engine. This is fine for some, but not for everyone. Cruisers are great on
long straight roads but that is far from the
case in many parts of Europe.      
Q. Is there any sign of progress?
A. Some manufacturers are now entering
what is called the “world” motorcycle mar-
ket. Motorcycles that can be sold in all mar-
kets with a mid-sized engine and in a variety
of styles that do not end up with a very high
seat. There are signs that production will be
centred in India, in partnerships between
companies from the west or Japan with In-
dian companies.      
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Q. What about developments in the industry generally?
A. The motorcycle industry is global. In Europe France is the country where the new Yamaha MT
125cc is manufactured. Germany, Italy, Spain, the UK and Austria are also major motorcycle ma-
nufacturing countries. When it comes to factories outside of Europe then companies have very
different approaches. 
Most have joint ventures with others – this is seen with many examples in India. The exception is
Triumph with their three factories in Thailand. These are fully owned by Triumph and run by
Triumph management. There is frequent exchange of production between those plants and the
two back in the UK. 
Q. Of all the issues in Brussels is there one that really stands out as a problem?
A. Yes. The Vnuk case. This threat has hung over the sport since the judgment was given in 2014.
Together with the FIA we are making progress to an eventual solution. President Dr Srb was ap-
pointed to lead this work by FIM President Ippolito. A survey was sent to all affected FMNs and
the result was the same opinion as the FIA and the insurance industry on the best way forward.
The EU Commission received over 3500 responses to its consultation.
Q. Is that a lot for an issue like this?     
A.  Yes, normally these consultations only attract replies of a few hundred stakeholders. It shows
how many sectors are affected. I am sure the scale of the response will result in more delays be-
fore a revising text is sent to the European Parliament and Council. We are well prepared for the
time we reach that stage. 
Q. Are there any issues that have been finalised in 2017?
A.  2017 saw the publication of the GEAR 2030
report by the European Union. The final mee-
ting was attended by FIM Board member Jos
Driessen in the Berlaymont building in Brussels.
This deals with the strategic future of the mo-
torcycle and automotive industries in Europe.
Now comes the implementation of the recom-
mendations.
Q. Any in particular?
A. Yes, for Europe to make progress on battery
electric vehicles there is a lot to do as the re-
port points out. We need much more infra-
structure and also more to be done on battery
production. Otherwise electric vehicles will re-
main as they are today – very expensive and a
tiny proportion compared to pe-
trol.        
Q. It is now established to hold a
conference within the context of
the annual FIM Europe Congress.
How do you feel the event went
this year?
A.  I think the team led by Jean-
Pierre Moreau and Silvio Manicardi
did a great job. It was an honour
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for us that member of the European Parliament Wim van de Camp came and spoke. Not
only at the conference but also next day at the General Assembly. We also had time to
speak with him at length informally over the weekend. Earlier in the year President Dr
Srb and Vice President Martin de Graaff held talks with him in Brussels. 
The theme was well chosen as the subject of “connected vehicles” is important for the
future. 
Q. Why do you say that?
A.  There is the potential to reduce collisions particularly at junctions outside of towns
where often speeds are higher. We know that this type of collision is a major factor in
road safety. 
Q. Does this also fit with all the stories in the media now about automated and semi-au-
tomated cars?       
A. Yes, it is all part of the same picture. I would stress that the fully automated car with
no steering wheel, no controls, no driver - only passengers! Is still a long way in the future. 
Q. What about semi-automated cars that riders have to share the roads with?
A. They are already with us!
Q. Really?
A. Yes. Now mainly on premium cars but we will soon see these features on more cars.
Systems include:
• Autonomous emergency braking (both at city speeds and for highway use)
• Lane assist – where if the driver loses concentration there is a warning and a small au-
tomatic correction of the steering
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• Road sign recogni-
tion that helps with
the speed limit being
shown inside the car
on the control panel 
• Advanced cruise
control  
• Systems that help
the driver park ea-
sily in a small space 
There are claims by
some companies
that their safety sy-
stems also reco-
gnise pedestrians,
cyclists and large animals. As we saw with a collision in Norway when a Tesla car hit the rear
end of a motorcycle they do not always recognise motorcycles.   
Q. Staying with the FIM Europe Congress this year – any other aspects that connect with your
work and that of the team led by Jean-Pierre Moreau?
A. Yes. The 2017 Congress saw the launch of revised agreed position papers between FIM Eu-
rope and FEMA. These were written in 2015 and the plan is to revise them every two years
as we did this year. 
Anyone can write a long document - and it won’t be read by busy politicians and officials.
These are short precise papers on all the main issues we face today. Any FMN in any part of
FIM Europe can use these papers with national and local authorities.  
(The position papers can be found at the following link: http://www.fim-europe.com/wp-
content/uploads/2017/08/Position-Papers-2017-FINAL-per-Website.pdf)
We said a formal goodbye to Morten Hansen from Norway who was chair of the co-operation
group. He has now retired from his work in motorcycling. He is still a rider! For 2018 Fran-
cesca Marozza of FMI will chair the group.   
Q. You mentioned battery electric when speaking about the GEAR 2030 report. That was the
theme for the FIM annual debate in Brussels?
A. Yes, as you see in the photograph BMW kindly loaned us one of their new scooters for the
photocall outside the EU Parliament in Brussels. 
This scooter uses the technology that BMW employ in their electric car although it needs a
smaller number of cells than the car – but they are the same design. 
Amongst the speakers were students from the STORM project in the Netherlands. They de-
signed, built and rode an electric motorcycle around the world in eighty days
(https://www.storm-eindhoven.com)
The panel included speakers from industry, those involved with scooter renting systems in
cities and Greg Archer from the environmental campaigning organisation Transport and En-
vironment which is very active in Brussels.  
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About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attri-
butions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, envi-
ronment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling
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Q. Finally, earlier in the year we spoke about motorcycle clothing and new laws coming
in 2018. Any more news? 
A. I will make a presentation on this to a conference in Finland early in 2018. In April
the new law will come into force and motorcycling clothing will have to be tested as a
whole garment. Not just the impact protectors. I think the situation for riders will be
very confusing. 
Fortunately much of the clothing sold in Europe is identical to that marketed in Au-
stralia and New Zealand. They are developing a star rating system for assessing clo-
thing. I think that will be very useful and with the internet we will be able to access
the information here in Europe too. 
This will be our duty, as FIM Europe Administration, for the future. 
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