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FIM Europe at the MXGP of Turkey Official Presentation

The MXGP of Turkey which is set to take place on September the 1st and 2nd in Afyonkarahisar
was officially presented to over 120 guests including national and international media as well
as national sponsors on January the 9th. The event was hosted at the famous Çırağan Palace, a
former Ottoman Palace now 5 star hotel, located on the European shore of the Bosphorus.

Both national and international authorities were invited to the outstanding Palace’s Ballroom
where a press conference was held. In attendance was Youthstream Vice President Luigi Zom-
petti, FIM Europe President Dr. Wolfgang Srb and Turkish Motorcycling Federation President Bekir
Yunus Ucar, Governor of Afyonkarahisar Mustafa Tutulmaz and the Mayor of Afyonkarahisar Bur-
hanettin Coban, all of which took the stage to introduce the event from their unique perspec-
tives.

The whole event was broadcasted LIVE on the local channel Kanal 3 while TRT Sports (Turkish
Radio Television) showed a shorter version of the Press Conference to national audience. Aside
from media and officials, many national riders were also invited to take part in the event where
the important national media and TV broadcasters took the opportunity to make interviews. Na-
tional motocross riders included Motocross national riders Batuhan Demiryol, Sakir Senkalayci,
and the unique national female motocross rider Meri Valimaki, plus 5 time Supersport World
Champion Kenan Sofuoglu. 
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The Afyon Sport Complex is located in a very strategic position that can attract thousands of
people from the 4 biggest Turkish cities: Ankara, Antalya, Izimir, only 2 hours far from Afyon-
karahisar and the capital city Istanbul which is reachable in 4 hours.

It was also announced together with the FIM Motocross World Championship that many acti-
vities are planned during the event on the Afyon Sports complex with the plan to make a fe-
stival around the MXGP of Turkey such as: Jet Skiing, Wall climbing, Live Music, DJ Shows,
Exhibitions, and Turkish cuisine stands.

Youthstream Group Vice President Luigi Zompetti stated: “A few weeks ago, Youthstream’s
representatives made an inspection at the Afyon Motor Sports Center in Afyonkarahisar chec-
king the track and the facilities that will host the MXGP of Turkey on September 2nd, 2018.
The inspection was really successful, leaving Youthstream extremely impressed about the
quality of the venue and its potential. Youthstream target is to bring the FIM Motocross World
Championship in the most important markets of the world and, having Turkey back, add fur-
ther credibility to o ur series” commented Mr. Luigi Zompetti, Vice President of Youthstream
Group. “In the last years the Motocross World Championship has grown very quickly and in
2018 the MXGP series has reached its best TV coverage and its best calendar ever with 20
events plus the Monster Energy FIM Motocross of Nations in the United States. I trust MXGP
will create a great promotion for your beautiful country and I am very optimistic about the
future of MXGP in Turkey. I really wish to thanks and congratulate the President of the Turkish
Motorcycling Federation (TMF), Mr Bekir Yunus Ucar, the Afyon Governor, Mr. Mustafa TU-
TULMAZ, the Major of Afyon, Mr Burhanettin ÇOBAN and the FIM - Fédération Internationale
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de Motocyclisme for their commitment and support making possible the MXGP of Turkey happen
again”

FIM Europe President Wolfgang Srb: “The fact that Turkey is back on the calendar of the FIM Moto-
cross World Championship is important. The sport complex in Afyonkarahisar is as huge as impressive
and will be for sure an excellent venue for the World Championship and in the future also for the
European Championship”, Dr. Srb commented “Congratulations to the President of the Turkish Mo-
torcycling Federation (TMF) Mr Bekir Yunus Ucar, the Government representatives and all the autho-
rities who made this event possible; and, of course, also to our promotion partner Youthstream.
«One more thing: Turkey has top riders in Circuit Racing; I hope that with this initiative in a short
time Turkish riders will also play a strong role in Motocross.”

Turkish Motorcycling Federation President Bekir Yunus Ucar said: “As the President of the National
Federation I’m very proud to be here with you all today and I wish to thank you for your presence in
this wonderful venue. The venue of the MXGP of Turkey is massive and it is big work for all of us and
I use this occasion to thank the Governor who is helping us a lot. I hope that the window that we are
opening with the MXGP of Turkey it’s just a start for new opportunities and to make motocross grow
in Turkey.”

Governor of Afyonkarahisar Mustafa Tutulmaz continued: “This event is the proof that the province
of Afyonkarahisar is growing as a higher level. I’m really proud that our province will be introduced
to the world with the FIM Motocross World Championship that will bring great value to the area. I
use this occasion to welcome everybody to the MXGP of Turkey”



Mayor of Afyonkara-
hisar Burhanettin
Coban ended: “First I
wish to welcome all
of you to Turkey and
the Turkish Motorcy-
cling Federation who
have organised this
presentation. I’ve
been Mayor since
2009 and this is the
first international
event we are going to
organise on that
field. Afyon Sport
Complex is the big-
gest sport complex of
the country, famous
as being the host of
Football teams for Summer Camps. We can’t wait to welcome motocross and its fans to Afyon Sport
Complex and it’ll be a pleasure to have them enjoying the many activities the city can offer!
A big thanks to the people who believed in us, especially Youthstream, the FIM, FIM Europe, and
the Turkish Motorcycling Federation.”

The Conference continued after the speeches in the form of a video presentation of MXGP with sce-
nes from the area and then important information regarding MXGP Coverage for the likes of the na-
tional and international Media.
The video of the presentation is available at the following link: https://youtu.be/heS0bX5Sh5c
Tickets for the 2018 MXGP of Turkey will be available shortly while the VIP GOLD Skybox packages
can be already purchased by clicking here!

The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.
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About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attri-
butions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, envi-
ronment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling
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