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This UEM MAG issue is fully dedicated to the Road Safety Conference, which as 

usual has been included to the program of the UEM Congress, this year to be held 
in Treviso (Italy). 

This initiative has been growing in the years, now at its 5th edition, always 
offering interesting moments of study for the National Federations delegates on 

the importance of the problem and what could be done to make motorcycling in 
Europe as safe as possible. 

This is a clear signal that UEM would like to send  to UE and FIM to be more 
involved, as a representative of European motorcyclists in the study and 

legislation process in order to reduce drastically the number of accidents in our 
continent.     
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ROAD SAFETY CONFERENCE 

Treviso, 3rd of July 2011 

 

This year Conference will be focused on “Road 
Safety - UE legislative info, human factors, 
consequences of accidents”, covering road 
accidents and all the actions made by some 
European countries to contrast this problem. 
Under this perspective, high attention will be 
addressed to the “ROSA Project”, presented 
successfully to the media in occasion of several 
Moto GP events, and to the contributions of 
some well-known doctors regarding the medical 
consequences of these accidents. 
An innovation, in comparison to previous 
editions of the Conference (held in Larnaca, in 
Riga, in Istanbul and in Porto) will be the 
presentation by a member of motorcyclists 
organisation that is trying to promote a healthy 
and safer motorcyclism. 
 
The Conference will be anticipated by a “Crash 
Test”, which will be held on Saturday the 2nd of 
July in front of the Hotel HBR Treviso, 
immediately after the end of the General 
Assembly. It will be a demonstration of a mobile 
structure of the Federazione Motociclistica 
Italiana (FMI), which is often used for road 
safety education to teenagers in schools. The 
program includes an example of ideal settings 
for bike or scooter (correctly  laced helmet, right 
posture on the bike, brakes sensibility, rear-
mirrors positioning, gas handle rotation, etc.). It 
will follow an equilibrium test: braking on 
differentiated-adherence floors, correct crossing 
of bumps and reflexes tests. The more 
spectacular test will be represented by examples 
of violent impact of cars against pedestrian, 
cyclist, motorcyclist and multiple collision. The 
show will end with the introduction to the 
correct modalities for emergency calls, first aid  
to the injured, and security of the accident area. 
It is also planned a falling demonstration with 
opening of the air-bag jacket. 
 
The actual Conference will be held the day after, 
on Sunday the 3rd of July, starting at 9:00. The 
meeting will be opened by UEM president, Mr 
Vincenzo Mazzi, who will address his welcome 
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to all the participants. It will follow a speech by 
the chairman of the Public Affairs Commission, 
Mr Jean-Pierre Moreau and Ms Francesca  
Marozza, who will introduce the presenters. 
 
Jean-Pierre Moreau is in charge of some 
important assignments in his country: he is the 
Vice-President of the Fédération Française de 
Motocyclisme (FFM),  President of the  National 
Panel Transports et Road Safety and President 
of the Technical Commission. He is, in addition, 
member of the Conseil National de la Sécurité 
Routière (CNSR) and of the FIM Public Affairs 
Commission. To sum it up, he is a well-known 
personality with a huge knowledge of road 
safety issues. 
 “The Public Affairs Commission”, he declared, 
“seeks with this Conference to attract 

furthermore the attention of European 

Federations on problems linked to road safety of 

motorcyclists. It confirms UEM efforts to this 

problem and an attempt to send a message, 

through the National Federations, to the 

competent national authorities in order to stop 

the continuous series of accidents happening on 
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the streets. This year’s theme is also dedicated 
to the trauma aspect, which should induce bike 

riders a greater prudence on using correctly 

their bike. I wish to address a sincere thank you 

to the Federazione Motociclistica Italiana that 

gave us this opportunity and to the presenters 

for their contribution and ideas for increased 

safety on the European streets, in a moment 

like this one when European and national 

authorities are finally showing to understand the 

importance of authorized two-wheels bikes in 

the road traffic. This Conference aim is to help 

us understand which could be the best solutions 

for a better safety. We will transmit the 

conclusions to influent people. I am sure that 

the national delegates will give the right 

attention to our initiative.”  
Ms Francesca Marozza is also a member of 
CAP/FIM and the UEM Public Affairs 
Commission; moreover, in Italy she is 
responsible of the Road Education department in 
FMI and in charge in building relationships with 
relevant institutions. She has, therefore, a huge 
knowledge on this topic and has already 
participated with brilliant presentations to 
previous Conferences in Larnaca and Istanbul. 

Regarding this year Conference, she declared: 
“It is a honor for me to introduce the Road 

Safety Conference which will take place in 

Treviso, during the UEM Congress. The specific 

theme will be dedicated to the Head of the 

human factor and the consequences of PTW 

accidents. Important presenters will have the 

chance to testify their experiences matured 

during their profession and I am sure that their 

contributions will be extremely well received”. 
 
The first presenter will be  Mr John Chatterton 
Ross,  with the ”Update situation from 
Brussels”. He  is Director of Public Affairs 
UEM/FIM that is concerned about the  future 
legal status of trial and enduro motorcycles. 
Progress has being made as the rapporteur for 
the new legislation, Mr Wim van de Camp Mep, 
has accepted his representations on this. John 
thinks: “This is not the end of the story as we 
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must build political support with other deputies 

across all political groups in Brussels. There are 

other outstanding issues on small series 

production and access to spare parts which 

could be affected by these new laws. FMNs need 

to know what is going on so that they can help 

our continued lobbying”.  
It should be said that John Chatterton Ross  
started his career as a lawyer, but gave it up 
aged 35 to become a police officer. Why? “I 
wanted a more exciting life.....and I got it.” 
Aged 55 he retired from the police to take up 
his present duties as Director of Public Affairs. 
This followed some eighteen years of service to 
international motorcycling as a volunteer and 
over thirty years of service in the UK.        
He has ridden motorcycles pretty much every 
day since he got his first license aged 16 – 42 
years ago. In his 20s he tried his hand at racing, 
first with a Honda 400/4 and then with a 
Kawasaki Z650.  “The Honda was slow, but then 
so was I! I was never any good at racing but I 

had fun. Also I think it made me a safer road 

rider. I am passionate about the link between 

sports and road riding to make our roads safer.” 

His current plans is to ride up to the artic circle 
in Norway this year and next year a longer trip 
into Russia..... 
 
The Dutch Mr Dries Hop, member of KNMV and 
of the Dutch Police Academy, will then face the 
topic of  “Human responsibility”. 
He is teacher and researcher at the police 
academy of the Netherlands in the field of 
technical traffic accident analysis. Member of 
the advisory group “traffic” and chief-instructor 
for experienced rider training of the Royal Dutch 
motorcycle association (KNMV). For many years 
he has been doing technical research on 
motorcycle accidents. The objective of the 
research was to find out if the braking behavior 
of the motorcyclist before a collision could be 
analyzed. As a spin off of this research he 
developed a vision on how riders could avoid 
being involved in a traffic accident. Therefore, 
the content of the presentation focuses on The 
recognition and avoidance of risks while riding a 
motorcycle. 

 
Extremely interesting is expected to be the 
presentation on the “ROSA Project” by Mr 
Andrés Rubio Perez, member of the UEM 
Public Affairs Commission.  
He was Spanish road racing 500 cc Champion 
twice, in 1982-85, and actually he has been a 
member of the Disciplinary Committee for 
almost fifteen years. Since 1980 he was the 
Real Automovil Club de España  “RACE” 
Motorcycle Riding School Director for more than 
twenty years. In 93 He had a critical accident 
going to his Riding Courses, in which he got cut 
both forearms off, they were re implanted 
successfully (first case of twin arm reimplant in 
the World at the time),. He was one of the 
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pioneers to fight against the guard rails, getting 
the Spanish Government commitment to create 
new safety standards in that devices, this ended 
in the creation of the UNE 135900 Norm which  
monitors the implement of motorcycling safety 
barriers. Since 2007 he is Head of the Road 
Safety Area at the RFME, joining the same 
responsibility at the Road Safety Commission in 
the European Motorcycle Union “UEM” since 
2008.  
Rubio Perez was co-ordinator of the “Pink 
Project”, an extremely ambitious project co-
funded by the European Commission (EC DG 
Transport& Mobility) with the collaboration of 
the Spanish General Directorate of 
Traffic”(DGT), the International Motorcycling 
Federation (FIM), Dorna, with the intention of  
elaborating and  disseminating a handbook of 
the best practices  in regards of Powered Two 
Wheeler (PTW) safety with the aim of improving 
road safety figures. The project features 
important partners like the CIDAUT Foundation 
(a laboratory with an  extensive background in 
PTW safety R&D), the European Union Road 

Federation  (ERF) , the Motorcyclists’user 
associations Coordinamento Motociclisti (CM) 
and Asociación Mutua Motera (AMM), Video On 
(a leader company on performance and 
multimedia systems for best dissemination) and 
the Real Federación Motociclista Española 
(RFME) and the Federaçao de Motociclismo de 
Portugal (FMP). 
The Working Methodology of the Project (April 
2010-April 2011) included also the  
 - Compilation of the most effective practices 
over all the countries covering the following six 
areas:  

1) Vehicle (powered two wheelers). 
2) Human factor. 
3) Infrastructure. 
4) Motorcyclist protective equipment 

(clothing). 
5) Enforcement. 
6) Education and training. 

- Participation of expert groups in the previous 
areas. 
- Elaboration of the ‘handbook of best practices’ 
from and to the Motorcyclists. 
The project received special acknowledgments 
from professional racing riders and former 
champions, Road Safety experts who attended 
the different workshops during ROSA Project, 
European Parliament. 
 
Road accidents, when they are not deadly, bring 
often serious physical consequences  to the 
injured motorcyclist. Prof. Oreste Moreschini, 
of the Institute Orthopedy and Traumatology of 
Rome University, will show these consequences 
relying on his experience as a doctor and skilled 
motorcyclist, with a long background of long 
and challenging tours of African desert and on 
the road of all Europe. His presentation in 
Treviso will be focused on road injuries, in Italy, 
in cities and the consequent trauma lesions, 
based on an detailed study conduced with other 
colleagues of the Rome University. 
Road accidents represent a priority problem for 
public health, because of the high number of 
deaths and permanent/temporary disabilities 
that they may cause. 
The majority of accidents happens, 
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Dr Federico Trentani and his motorcycling family 

unfortunately, on city streets with a higher 
incidence in the summer months and involving 
more frequently young riders between 25 and 
29 years. Road accidents provoke always 
multiple traumas and the body areas more 
involved are represented by the limbs. It should 
be considered that motorcycling accidents 
involve more frequently upper limbs, while car 
drivers and passengers and pedestrians are 
more frequent fractures of lower limbs. In most 
of cases fractures need chirurgical intervention 
and the evaluation of the most appropriate 
chirurgical techniques it is of key importance for 
a faster recovery and a better post-operational 
management of the patient. 
 
An integration to the presentation of the Prof. 
Moreschini, will come from Dr. Federico 
Trentani, who is also a specialist in Orthopedy 
and Traumatology at the Orthopedic Hospital 
Rizzoli in Bologna, and who will focus his 
presentation on the nature of accidents 
occurring on tracks. He is also a great 
enthusiast of motorcycling sports, being part of 
the medical team of the famous Clinica Mobile of 
Dr. Claudio Costa, a constant presence on 
racing tracks around the world from 30 years. 
The title of his presentation will be “Accidents by 
practicing motorcycle sport activities” and will 
cover prevention to be followed on tracks, the 

gold standard to allow to riders the maximum 
expression of their talents and advanced 
technology inventions. The construction of track 
with wide way of escape that can have a 
slowdown effect and the development of 
dedicated protection clothing allowed a big step 
ahead regarding security and represented a 
precise target for research in the past years. 
Unfortunately, these solutions are not enough 
and accidents and injuries continue to happen. 
An immediate, well organized and structured,  
track first aid system allows surely to reduce the 
damage on accidents victims. 
From an accurate retrospective study of the 
Clinical Mobile activities emerged significant 
differences between traumatolgy on the road 
and on the track. These differences allowed the 
creation of a super specialized medical sector, in 
consideration that different environments that 
define it and, more important, the difference of 
the people that populate it. 
 
Last presentation, but not less important, will be 
from Mr Pio Breddo, motorcycling enthusiast 
and founder of the group “Healthy People on 
Two Wheels”. His intervention will focus on the 
main causes of many accidents, many times due 
to bad conditions of the road, guard-rails, 
signals confusion, tramways tracks, painting of 
horizontal signals, vertical signals hidden by 
vegetation, wild parking of cars, cyclists 
behavior not always respectful of road rules. To 
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all this, it should be added the incorrect 
behavior of some motorcyclists: excesses in 
speed, lack of respect of road signs, excess in 
load, bad conditions of tires and brakes, 
disproportionate driving skills and bike power, 
incorrect use of helmet and, unfortunately, also 
use of alcohol and illicit drugs. 
The riders that do not follow the rules should 
be, according to him, corrected coercively also 
through the obligation to follow special road 
security courses held by police authorities. 
Furthermore, authorities managing road security 
should dispatch simpler rules, understandable 
by everybody and use everything in their power 
to reduce accidents, in consideration also of the 
enormous benefits to public finance with less 
hospital and medical expenses. 
Riders themselves, finally, should never forget a 
regular check of their bike, of the tires, of the 
brakes, of the exhaust, of the shock absorbers 
and many other important parts. 
It would also be important to lobby the industry 
to adopt the ABS system, which offers 
increasing stability during braking and reducing 

when riders are not so export or in panic, 
almost 25% the braking space of the bike. 
Not to forget the problem of motorcyclists that 
put in risk their and others lives running where 
it is not allowed and exhibiting dangerous 
acrobatics. They should be invited to go to 
racing tracks where, with adequate clothing, 
with a prefect conditions bike and with a well-
attached helmet, could give vent to their 
passion without putting in risk their and others 
lives. 
 
The meeting will be concluded by Mr Silvio 
Manicardi, moderator of the Conference, and 
the chairman of the UEM Non Sporting Council, 
Mr Martin de Graaff. 
Silvio Manicardi is very well-known in the 
motorcycling world for his long experience as a 
manager in the motorcycling industry. He is also 
a practicing motorcyclist and still today he 
commute every days on a scooter on the busy 
Roman roads. He started his motorcycle passion 
when he was 7 years old trying to use a 
Velosolex (in private land!!!) 
Finished his studies at University as mechanical 
engineer and in the meantime worked as 
journalist in a new founded Italian magazine 
“MotoSport” 
At the end of his studies started to work in Moto 
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Guzzi, and after in Ducati, Brembo, 
Campagnolo. 
During this time, and for 8 years he has been  
member of the Italian Federation  Technical 
Committee from 1967 and member of the FIM 
Technical Commission. 
In 1982 he joined Honda Italy as sales manager 
and in 1989 went to UK as responsible of 
product planning of Honda in Europe. 
This experience allowed him to become more 
acquainted with users problems and “political” 
issues being also involved in the foundation of 
the European Industry Association ACEM. 
When in 1996 the European office of Honda was 
moved to Italy, he returned in Honda Europe 
and  dealt with “industrial relationships” and 
safety issues as Senior Manager. 
He has been member of the FIM/CIAP, later 
CMT, from which he resigned in October 2010 
for different visions on the management of FIM. 
He has been Vice President of the ATVEA (ATV 
European Association) in Brussels and left this 
position when he retired from Honda (2007). 

After his retirement he joined the UEM as 
Chairman of the MPIC (Marketing, promotion, 
industry relations) and as Chairman of the UEM 
Alternative Energy Working group. 
Martin de Graaff was elected last year in Porto 
as UEM Vice-President and afterwards appointed 
as chairman of the Non Sporting Council thanks 
to his great experience in the sector and his 
organizational skills. From 1997 until 2009 he 
has been Secretary General of the Dutch 
Motorcycle Federation (KNMV). Besides all 
motorsport disciplines, this Federation is also 
very active in Motor Tourism, Road Safety, 
Motor Riders Training and Public Affairs. 
Also in UEM his work has been highly 
appreciated thanks to his commitment and for 
the many valid ideas aimed at launching tourism 
and to start a new working method among Non-
Working Commissions, which will help surely in 
the next years to make a quality jump to UEM. 
He is also a practicing motorcyclist and, 
therefore, has a deep knowledge of the many 
problems facing motorcycling not closely linked 
to sporting activity: “One of my hobbies is 

touring on my Pan European. Like the meaning 

of this type of motorcycle, it consists on touring 

through several European countries with some 

friends. I think that for all the attending 

federations at the Treviso Congress it is a must 

to take part at this Road Safety Conference on 

Sunday morning”. 
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