
 

 1  
UEM MAG 01/2011 
UEM – European Motorcycling Union (www.uem-moto.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first issue of the 2011 UEM MAG series will be dedicated to the Congress of 

MACEC, the association of national motorcycling Federations of Central European 
countries, which was held in February in Bratislava and that confirmed the 

importance of the invaluable role of this kind of organisations  at local level in 
supporting an effective growth of motorcycling in Europe. 

The UEM MAG, then, continues with a presentation of a new group “Healthy 
people on two wheels”  (“Gente Sana su Due Ruote”. The group), recently 

launched on Facebook, is an interesting initiative to promote a correct image of 
the motorcyclist, who is not, as some like to portray, somebody with no rules and 

no discipline, but a modern knight, respectful of the road rules and attracted by 
the freedom of open air, a true sportsman. This group is willing to collaborate 

with UEM in order to start promoting motorcycling initiatives in the race tracks or 

on the European streets.      
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MACEC Congress and “Healthy People on two wheels”… 
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MACEC Congress 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MACEC is a regional association operating inside 
UEM, which groups national motorcycling 
Federations of Central Europe countries, like 
Poland, Belarus, Lithuania, Ukraine, Romania, 
Moldova, Slovakia.  
Aim of this and other regional associations in 
Europe is to help widespread the motorcycling 
practice in particular geographical areas, 
promoting sporting events and allowing riders of 
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nearby countries to participate with reduced 
travel expenses. 
MACEC activity has been extremely intense in 
the first seven years and allowed riders of 
different disciplines such as Motocross, Trial, 
Enduro and Speedway to compete in extremely 
interesting championships.  
All these years the organisation was managed 
skillfully and with competence by the Polish 
Andrzej Grodzki, a very experienced sports 
manager, well-known in particular in the 
speedway world, thanks to all his important 
positions held in FIM and also in UEM, where he 
has been for 14 years the chairman of the Track 
Racing Commission. 
With these successful results in mind, the 
delegates of the MACEC members met this year 
on the 12th and 13th of February in Bratislava 
for the yearly Congress. The Assembly was held 
in a new Road Racing facility, called 
Slovakiaring, 20 km far from the Slovakian 
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capital,. Lithuanian delegates were the only 
absentee due to a The only Federation not 
represented was Lithuania, as its delegates were 
engaged in a important commitment in Vilnius. 
The meeting gave also the opportunity to visit 
the modern facilities of the track and to talk 
with its manager regarding the opportunity for 
the Slovakian motorcycling Federation and for 
the other MACEC members to further grow also 
in this discipline, until now not completely 
developed due to the lack of appropriate tracks. 
The meeting saw the presence of UEM 
President, Mr Vincenzo Mazzi, together with UEM 
Vice-President, Mr Michal Sikora, while FIM was 
represented by its Vice-President, Mr Andrzej 
Witkowski. 
In occasion of his visit to Bratislava, the UEM 
President together with the President of the 
Slovakian Federation, Mr Peter Smizik, had also 
the chance to meet the President of the 
Slovakian Republic, Mr Ivan Gasparovic, who is 
also a strong enthusiast of motorcycling sports 
and himself participants of several automobile 

rallies. 
It was a friendly meeting, which confirmed the 
big consideration that SMF has at the highest 
national levels and the consensus that the 
Slovakian Federation activities are gaining in 
this country. 
A similar impression was confirmed in a next 
meeting with the General Director of the 
Ministry of Education, Science, Research and 
Sport, Mr Pavol Swiec, who confirmed the 
support of the Minister to the SMF President 
Peter Smizik and his Federation. 
The Congress opened in Senkvice, a little town 
close to Bratislava and famous for its wine and 
for a Motocross track that hosted also some 
rounds of the European Championship. The 
congressmen moved then to the Slovakiaring 
track, where was held the General Assembly 
and where they had the chance to admire the 
modern infrastructure. 
After the homologation of last year results and 
the definition of the 2011 sporting calendar, the 
Assembly renewed the organization chart.  
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Andrzej Grodzki was confirmed President with 
unanimity, a recognition to the great job done 
until now. The Ukrainian Serhiy Lyatosinskyy, 
the Rumanian Gheorghe Voiculescu and the 
Slovakian Peter Lazar were elected Vice-
Presidents and it was confirmed as secretary 
Mrs. Aleksandra Knyszewska. 
The next Congress will be held on February the 
2012 in Chisinau (Moldova). The FMRM 
delegates showed their intention to have a more 
proactive role inside MACEC and asked to the 
UEM President to support their aspirations with 
their national government in order to increase 
awareness of motorcycling sport in their 
country. It would be ideal the assignment, 
already from 2012, a round of the Motocross 
European Championship to Moldova. UEM help 
was requested for the organisation of a training 
camp for riders and coaches, in a project aimed 
at helping the growth of younger riders.  
 

2011 MACEC CALENDAR 

 
Motocross 

02.04  Utena, Litania 
16.04  Kishinnov, Moldovia 
08.05  Olsztyn, Poland 
04.06  Spisské Vlachy, Slovakia (MX85) 
26.06  Kovel, Ucraina 
31.07  Vislanska, Slovakia (MX1, MX2) 
14.08  Osmiany, Belarus 
 
09.10  Chernovci, Ucraina – MX Team 
 
Enduro 

18-19.06 Sucha Hora, Slovakia 
21.08  Kolomiya, Ukraina 
01-02.10 Kielce, Poland 
 
Trial 

28-29.05 Krzeszowice, Poland 
13-14.08 Kysak, Slovakia 
10-11.09 Trakai, Lithuania 
 
Speedway 

04.09  Opole, Poland 
18.09  Braila, Romania 
08.10  Lviv, Ukraina 
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Pio Breddo with the World Champion Julian Simon 
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HEALTHY PEOPLE ON TWO WHEELS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Gente Sana su Due Ruote” (“Healthy People on 
two wheels”) is a motorcyclists community that 
decided to create a Facebook group with the 
purpose to offer a positive image of those that 
love to travel and race on two wheels. An 
original initiative using a modern communication 
tool to reach a broad audience in the world. 
 
The idea to create this group came to an eclectic 
Italian architect, also renowned sculptor and 
painter, living in Spain since several years.  Pio 
Breddo is a motorcycling enthusiast, with 
hundreds of thousands of km made on European 
roads, but also a significant experience in the 
world of racing as a sporting manager of two 
famous teams competing some years ago in 
Road Racing World Championships. 
 
This groups, named “Healthy people on two 
wheels”, aims to demonstrate how wrong is the 
stereotype of riders, as arrogant people without 
discipline on the streets. 
 
The group mission statements include: 
o encourage motorcycling practice 
o conduct campaigns among motorcyclists 
against drugs, against any kind of violence, 
against the lack of observance of road rules 

o collaborate with UEM to promote a correct 

image of the motorcycle user 
o reach through Facebook to involve the largest 
possible number of motorcyclists to the group 
initiatives 

 
In order to understand more on the ambitious 
plans of this group and its founder, we 
contacted Breddo in Valencia, who, despite 
being very busy in organizing a museum in 
Kuala Lumpur, found time to answer to our 
questions. 
 
UEM MAG: How did you come up with the 

idea of creating the group “Healthy people 

on two wheels”? 
Pio Breddo: “Hermandad” is the Spanish term 
commonly used to show the brotherhood spirit 
that inspire those people that love a healthy 
lifestyle, respectful of other motorcyclists, 
independently from the motorcycle brand and 
the level of their sporting success. They do not 
want to be considered at the same level as 
hooligans, because their flag is a joy symbol. 
They are people that say no to political dispute 
in motorcycling and that support freedom, 
respect of rules, solidarity on the road and on 
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the tracks. “All for one, and one for all” is the 
motto that I used when I founded “Healthy 
people on two wheels”, as a response to so 
many wrong and reprehensible behaviors by 
many that call themselves motorcyclists without 
deserving it. Therefore, it was urgent, in my 
opinion, to begin an image cleansing of the 
motorcycle world. I called some friends and the 
group was born. 
 
 
UEM MAG: What does this initiative 

propose? 

Pio Breddo: The “Healthy people on two wheels” 
group has many ideas. From removing hurdles 
that can be found on the streets, for example 
guardrails, to recommendations to keep a 
prudent behavior on the road, which should not 
be mistaken with a sporting track; from the 
respect/knowledge of road signals, to the fight 
against hooligans and “noiseheads” (as we were 
friendly appointed by the Pope Wojtyla during a 
motorally held in Saint Peter Square in Rome); 
from the promotion of a united and cultural 
motorcycling, to the fight against drugs. 
 

UEM MAG: How many motorcyclists did join 

the group?  Is it true that there are some 

World champions ? 
Pio Breddo: Until now we have around 950 
members, but the number is continuously 
growing. Among them, we have dozens of 
motoclubs and several famous champions, like 
Pier Paolo Bianchi, Mario Lega, Dani Pedrosa, 
Michele Rinaldi, Franco Picco, Nicky Hayden....I 
apologize to the others that I cannot recall. 
Several renowned journalists of different 
nationalities belong also to our group. 
 
UEM MAG: Tell us more about your sporting 

career. We understand that you have been 

involved for years in the racing world and 

then you left everything to return to 

sculpture and your paintings. Why? 
Pio Breddo: First of all, I never abandoned my 
interest towards art, but at a certain moment of 
my life my other passion, motorcycling, become 
stronger and brought me to enter the Road 
Racing world. I started for fun as sporting 
director of the European champion  Fabio Biliotti 
and, after that, with the World champion Marco 
Lucchinelli when he was with Cagiva. With both 
of them I experienced big emotions and traveled 
the world... A unique and unforgettable 
experience. After that, some facts put me away 
from this wonderful world of racing and led me 
to focus on my artistic career, together with the 
organisation of exhibitions and traveling 
museum exhibits. But I never abandoned 
completely my passion towards motorcycles. 
 
UEM MAG: Did you have other experiences 

in motorcycling? 
Pio Breddo: I was, for two years in a row, the 
social tourism champion of my Moto Club. I 
participated to 5 FIM Rallies, winning the bronze 
Meritum, and to an infinite number of 
motorallies with hundreds of thousands miles in 
the whole of Europe. I started when I was 17 
years old with a Mondial 175 and then 1968 
with an Harley Davidson Indian. With this bike I 
made many times the Florence-Paris track, at a 
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time when there were very few highways. I 
remember in those years wearing the helmet 
was not yet compulsory, but I was already 
wearing it proud to look like a medieval knight. 
Those were the times of “Easy rider”, of the 
fringe leather jackets, the years of rebellion and 
the desire to escape from ruling conformism.  
 
UEM MAG: Is it true that you own the 

record on the Florence-Cape North return 

with a motorcycle certified by FIM?  
Pio Breddo: Yes, it is a FIM certified record, still 
unbeaten, but today it has no sense as the 
conditions are completely changed. No more 
waiting long hours at custom check points. More 
comfortable travel conditions. Highways 
everywhere and possibility to keep higher 
average travel speed. However, it remains an 
unforgettable experience. For example, in the 
former DDR the border police made me waste a 
lot of time, which I had to recover increasing 
the speed where it was possible. I crossed 
Finland and Norway with snow and ice, never 
stopping. Also on the way back there were 
many difficulties. I was extremely glad to 
receive once in Florence a congratulations 
telegram from Mr Zerbi, at the time President of 

the Italian Motorcycling Federation, and the 
silver plate from Honda, which was given in 
occasion of a Grand Prix round in Mugello in 
front of many journalists and TV channels. I 
wrote a book, which was sold out in 6 months 
and that, one day or another, I will decide to 
reprint. 
 
UEM MAG: What do you think of UEM and 

its function?  
Pio Breddo: I remember that national 
motorcycling Federations were not well 
coordinated among themselves. It seemed that 
each one was a world apart and without any 
connection with the others. 
UEM brought order to this chaos and, in my 
opinion, it is well coordinating the sporting and 
non-sporting activities in Europe. I believe that 
if UEM would have not been born, it should have 
been invented. I hope UEM will soon dedicate 
efforts in reinvigorating mototourism in the 
European continent and in promoting the image 
of a clean motorcyclist. Our group “Healthy 
people on two wheels” is ready to support this 
important target. 
 
UEM MAG: Do you have any curious episode 

to tell us?  

Pio Breddo: Too many to count. For example, 
the use of woman stockings around my 
motorbike tires in order to prosecute my ride on 
the snow. The adventurous night ride with a flat 
tire. A very expensive fine in Hungary because I 
did not know that it is not allowed for 
motorbikes to overtake cars. In the former 
Yugoslavia, it was not allowed to foreigners to 
pay for fuel cash, but only with special coupons 
to be purchased at the border. You cannot 
imagine how many times I ended up without 
fuel because I finished these coupons. In 
Taormina (Sicily) I managed to convince a five 
stars hotel manager to bring my bike in my 
hotel room, through the garden. I have so many 
episodes to tell, like any motorcyclist that has 
traveled so many km like me. 
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