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FIM Europe welcomes decision by EU to act on the Vnuk case

The decision in the Vnuk case* has serious implications for the future of motorcycle sport
in Europe. 
FIM Europe has learned that action is expected in the next six weeks with publication by
the EU Commission of draft amendments to the Motor Insurance Directive. Welcome news
is that this will be done specifically to address the problems raised by the Vnuk judgment
and overall revision of the Directive will be kept separate. 
As the EU institutions will have to agree, a full process will be required with public consul-
tation, impact assessment and approval by the EU Parliament. 
So how did we reach this position? The case had nothing to do with motorcycle or motor
sports. Mr Vnuk was injured in a fall from a ladder in a farmyard when the ladder was struck
by a trailer pulled by a tractor – an industrial accident. 
The European Court of Justice decided to award Mr Vnuk legal protection by extending the
scope of the Motor Insurance Directive. There is no appeal because the ECJ is the highest
court in the European Union. 
In framing their judgment the Justices extended the scope to the point where many other
activities (including motorcycle and motorsports) are now affected. 
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Commenting, FIM Europe President
Dr. Wolfgang Srb said:
“We have sympathy for Mr Vnuk. We
hope that the unintended conse-
quences of this judgment can be re-
solved by the EU institutions by
quarter four of 2017. This will be a
year later than originally planned.
FIM Europe will attend to each stage
in the process and do everything to
assist in obtaining a resolution”.
FIM Europe Director of Public Affairs,
John Chatterton-Ross added:
“This is one of the most complex is-
sues we have ever faced in our
sport. Jurisdiction in personal injury
litigation is a matter for national law. In this case the Court of Justice used EU law to re-
medy what it perceived as a defect in the national law of Slovenia. FIM Europe will contri-
bute to the consultation process and assist the EU institutions to resolve this”.      

*Damijan Vnuk v Zavarovalnica Triglav d.d (C-162/13)   

The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.

About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attri-
butions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, envi-
ronment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling
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Mr Vnuk was knocked from a ladder by a passing tractor - the
accident had no connection to motorcycle sports.
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