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European Trial at Zelhem (The Netherlands) - Day 1

World Champion Emma Bristow (Sherco) and Oliver Smith (Gas Gas) are the first win-
ners in respectively Women and Youth class of the FIM-Europe Trials Championship,
26th edition, held in Zelhem, the Netherlands.  
First day of a weekend rich of enthusiasm for this opening round, disputed in a close
area full of spectacular rocks, obstacles requested by modern trial. And who could
be more modern, but the youngest riders admitted in these International series with
the best female riders in the world? Yes, this time the two-times World Champion,
British Emma Bristow decided to join the circus. Her riding is one step above all the
others, but she wanted to test her mind, probably before going to the Scottish Six
Days next week. Loosing just 1 point in the whole competition, she assured herself
the first position. 
Probably not happy to see her, number one in European Champ in the last 2 years,
German Theresa Bauml, today reached only the second place, having scored 8 and
4 points in the two laps, with 14 sections of this competition. There were 2 sections
more respect the past due to a change (the only one) in the 2017 rule. On third step
of podium but quite distant from the first twos, Norwegian Ingveig Hakonsen (Beta).
In the Youth class, British Oliver Smith (Gas Gas) gained his first success, thanks to
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a very good second loop. Indeed at the turning point the situation was very uncer-
tain. Smith was leading with 27 points, but behind him, 3 riders scored 2 points
more: they were Linus Almthen (Scorpa), Florian Ruedi (Beta) and Mats Nilsen
(Sherco). In the second lap, Smith improved a lot his score: just 16 mistakes. His ri-
vals scored almost the same points as their first lap and finished in the same order.
In International classes, the ones in which riders do not take points for the cham-
pionship and their level is one step lower in both Women and Youth categories, there
were other two clear wins. Among the women Dutch Chantal De Raaff (Sherco) rode
a superlative second loop and outdistanced British Olivia Brooksbank (Gas Gas) who
scored the same points as in the first loop. In third position French Lenna Volpe
(Sherco).
Moritz Rau (Beta) topped a German podium in the Youth International. Second posi-
tion for Joscka Kraft (Beta) ahead of Cuba Smith (Beta). 

The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.

About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attri-
butions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, envi-
ronment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling
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