Press Release
European Supermoto
at Melk (Austria)

In cloudy and cold weather conditions the final round of the European Supermoto Championship
started today with the free and timed practices at the Wachauring in Melk in the region of Lower
Austria. For the high speed track with its two fast off-road sections it is the third time that they
are the host of this event. The venue in Melk is one of best equipped in Europe with a great view
for the spectators alongside the track. Championship leader TM Factory Racing rider Thomas
Chareyre (in the photo ©BTProm) took the last pole position of the 2017 season. With his pole
position the Frenchman takes a big step towards taking the double this year.
In the first free practice for the S2 class in Melk, 27 riders entered the racetrack to set their first
laps of the day. In the cloudy conditions no rider wanted to waste any time and straight from the
start of the practice all riders where on the track putting in some very fast laps. TM Factory Racing rider Thomas Chareyre, who is the current leader of the championship, managed to set the
fastest lap in his ninth lap of the practice. The time of the Frenchman was 1:20:122 and with
this time he was 00:667 seconds faster than TM Degasoline rider Pavel Kejmar who makes his comeback in Melk after his big crash in Ottobiano. The Czech rider showed that he is one the big
outsiders for the races tomorrow. SWM BRT rider Marc-Reiner Schmidt set the third fastest lap
time, just in front of SBD Union Bike rider Giovanni Bussie who always feels comfortable on the
highspeed track in Melk. In fifth position it was TMS Honda rider Milan Sitniansky followed in
sixth place by the teammate of Chareyre at TM Factory Racing, Diego Monticelli, who is currently third in the championship. With all riders again settled on the racetrack and with stable weather conditions, the lap times in the second session will become faster and faster.
The second free practice started in the afternoon with still dry conditions. After the first laps in
the morning the riders were determent to set better and faster laps in this practices. Straight
from the start the riders were getting faster and faster and in his sixth lap, it was TM Factory Racing rider Thomas Chareyre who set against the fastest lap. With a time of 1:19:269, the TM
rider was the only rider under the one minute and twenty seconds. TM Degasoline rider Pavel
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Kejmar was also faster in the second free practice than in the morning session. With a time of
1:20:227 he was again in second place in front of TM Honda rider Milan Sitniansky who is getting faster every practice. In fourth position it was SWM BRT Racing rider Marc-Reiner Schmidt
followed by SBD Union Bike rider Giovanni Bussei in fifth position. Behind the top five it was
Austrian Husqvarna rider Andreas Buschberger in sixth followed by TM Factory Racing rider
Diego Monticelli who completed the top seven in the second free practice. With rain predicted in the time practice this afternoon lots of riders where already busy with a different
setup of their bikes, which means that the battle for the pole position this afternoon will be
full of action.
Last session of the day in Melk was as always the time practice. With the track wet from some
rain showers the race direction decided to declare the last practice of the day as a wet race.
The difficult track conditions made it hard for everyone so from the start all riders were on
the track. With his two fastest times in the free practices, TM Factory rider Thomas Chareyre
was again the man to beat in the time practice for all other riders. For the start of the session, Chareyre was able to set the fastest laps of everyone. TM Degasoline rider Pavel Kejmar
tried everything he could and pushed his TM to the limit, but the Czech rider couldn’t stop
Chareyre from taking the pole position. In his very last lap Thomas Chareyre set a time of
1:18:955, making him the only rider under 1:19. Pavel Kejmar set a time of 1:19:657 which
was his best time of the day. SWM BRT rider Marc-Reiner Schmidt took third place with his
best time in Austria, before SBD Union Bike rider Giovanni Bussei who showed a constant
speed all day. Husqvarna rider Andreas Buschberger took fifth place and TMS Honda rider
Milan Sitniansky completed the second row on the start grid.
With heavy rain predicted for tomorrows races, everything is still open for the championship
but all riders will have to push hard to keep Thomas Chareyre from the double.
Full results in FIM Europe website: http://www.fim-europe.eu/events/464
The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.
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About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attributions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, environment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling

