Press Release
European Classic Series at Le Castellet (France)

The first round of the European Classic Series 2016 has taken place on the track of
Le Castellet, in the framework of the Sunday Ride Classic. Four hours of race, of
which a good part at night, with Team Force taking the final victory. The team was
composed of two very experienced endurance riders: Grégory Fastré, second at the
recent 24 Hours of Le Mans, and Richard Hubin, World Champion Endurance in 1983.
The two riders from Verviers didn't get it for free. They signed for the pole position
but had engine troubles as from the warm-up, which forced the team to change the
engine. Two hours later, they were ready for the first start of the ECS 2016 season,
but a nozzle problem decided otherwise and forced them to start from the pitlane
for the warm-up round.
At 19.00, it's the Kawasaki n°59 from team Alf’s that takes the best start. But very
soon the lead is taken over by the Englishmen from team Neate Racing, with a very
excited Steven Neate. A bit of a surprise, especially as the Honda 17 is registered in
the 'Classic' category, despite the favourites such as team Force and Sweatshop Phase
One, registered in the 'Legend' category. Perfect example of the good functioning of
the new regulations DG Sport has introduced this year.
The n°17 quickly gets chased by the Suzuki from Fastré-Hubin, which takes the second position as from the fifth round, the n°1 from team Sweatshop Phase One follows on third position. At the lead of the race, everyone keeps their place until the
Safety-Car gets on the track due to a crash from team Alf's with their Suzuki. The
tank detaches and takes fire.
The intervention of the security vehicle allows team Force to make up for their lost
time. The Suzuki 56 takes the lead of the peloton in the 43rd round and stays there
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till the end of the race, with the n°17 of Neate in his pace. Both teams finish in the
same round, with a 30 second gap between their arrival. The Kawasaki from Racing
Team Hampe Club 14 (Nicolas de Dieuleveult/Christian Haquin) abandon merely a
few minutes before the end of the race, they were riding in 7th position.
In the Classic 1000 category the victory goes to the Frenchmen from AML Racing (Richard Weber/Pierre d’Imbleval) in front of the Germans from Classic Boxer Endurance (Tobias Kage/Andreas Kollman/Ralf Lewien) on their BMW and the Belgians
Eric Brun and Marc Detournay from team Vulcanet. «My body hurts all over but my
head is in the clouds », this last one shares with us upon his arrival. «We almost decided not to participate and then we finish on the podium. The entire team's efforts
are rewarded with this nice third place.» Also note the nice results of Racing Team
ASD 117 from Nico Bonifacio - Matteo Giordani - Daniele Sasselli, winners in the 750
TT category, and 18yh in the general ranking with their «small» Suzuki 750cc.
It's no surprise that the duo Hubin-Fastré took a triple this weekend: pole position,
best lap and final victory in the principal category. But all title competitors where
there for the first round, starting with Peter Linden and Ian Simpson from team Sweatshop Phase One, but also Neate Racing, who will be assisted by John McGuinness
for the next race that will take place in the beginning of July in the framework of
the Bikers’Classics at Spa-Francorchamps.
So note this next appointment in your agenda. «If all goes as smoothly at Spa as it
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went at Le Castellet, we will be very pleased», says Carolane Jupsin, in charge of the European
Classic Series at DG Sport. «We had a perfect weekend, no troubles, no major crashes and a fantastic atmosphere. The new categories Classic-Legend worked very well and made the race more
interesting. What more can we ask for, maybe even more participants next year? »
Information and complete results: www.europeanclassicseries.eu
Full results also on FIM Europe website: www.fim-europe.eu/events/175
The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.
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About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attributions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, environment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling

