Press Release
Dragbike European Championship and Superstreet Bike Cup
at Hockenheim (Germany)
This year's running of the Nitrolympx from the famous Hockenheim Circuit in Germany
was very affected by the weather. Heavy rain on Saturday meant that the planned third
and fourth qualifying sessions had to be abandoned and occasional showers on Sunday resulted in a delayed start to eliminations. Despite the weather forecast,
the spectators came out in their
thousands to see some fantastic racing.
In Top Fuel Bike, Ian King (UK) headed the qualifying list of 7 riders at
the end of Friday. His strong six-second performances took him to the
final. Here he met Rene van de Berg
(NED, photo1), who had been setting
personal best times all weekend. Unfortunately, King had a mechanical
issue before the run and van de Berg
took the victory.
It was a similar story in Super Twin
Bike, as Samu Kemppainen (FIN
photo2) finished at the top of the
qualifying list, again of six riders. He
progressed through the rounds of eliminations to meet Martijn de Haas
(NED). In what was a close race,
Kemppainen took the victory with
another 6.5 second elapsed time. Indeed, the winner did not run slower
than 6.56 seconds throughout eliminations.
In Pro Stock Bike, there were 11 qualified riders who were competing for

an 8 bike field, so qualifying was fierce. Eventually, Gert-Jan Laseur
(NED, photo3) was found
to be the quickest Pro
Stock Bike on qualifying
day and topped the list.
He successfully progressed
to the final round where
he was to meet last year’s
Champion, Fredrik Fredlund (FIN). These two riders have raced each
other many times before
and it was set to be a very
close race. Laseur saved
his best to last, running
the quickest class elapsed time of the weekend (7.067) to take the win.
The Super Street Bike Cup saw a massive 28 bike entry represent many Countries
from across Europe. The current point leader, Shawn Buttigieg (MLT), ended up on
top of the long qualifying list having run 7.148 seconds on Friday. However, he was
beaten in Round 1 opening up the opportunity for his championship rivals to overtake him in the points
table. There was close racing through all of the
rounds, and the final
ended up be represented
by just one Country. The
UK’s Richard Stubbins
(photo4) was to meet
Garry Bowe (photo5), who
had had reset the European Top Speed record to
340.69 Kph in Round 1 of
eliminations. Unfortunately, during the final run,
there was an error with timing system meaning that
officials had to declare a
re-run. However, with the

event running up to its
curfew time it was impossible to complete so
there was no event winner.
All photos @ Ivan Sansom
and Rose Hughes

The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.
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About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attributions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, environment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling

