Press Release
European Sidecar at Vries (The Netherlands)

The 2016 European Sidecar Final was certainly a very competitive race meeting with the event being staged on a very hot and sunny day at Vries in the
North of Holland.
The over 2000 spectators witnessed some very exciting racing with riders
not giving a centimetre during the twelve point scoring qualifying heats.
Once all the points were totalled, the remaining field of twelve riders were
allocated to the two (B and A) Finals.
With the winner and the 2nd placed riders from the B Final being seeded direct into the A Final, racing was again extremely competitive with the English
team of Shaun Harvey and Danny Hogg just beating defending European
Champion 22 year old Josh Goodwin and Liam Brown for the two places in
the main A Final.
Here they now lined up against Dutch team William Matthijssen and Sandra
Mollema (who had been unbeaten all day) + German crews Markus Brandho-
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fer and Michael Zapf, Markus Venus and Markus Heiss plus Marco Hundsrucker
and Corina Günthör for the ‘winner takes all A Final.
With all six sidecar teams lining up at the starting tape, tensions started to
mount. There was then a false start as Referee Christian Froschauer deemed
that one of the riders was moving whilst under starter’s orders, so all six sidecar crews were called back to the line for a restart. This time local favourites William Matthijssen and Sandra Mollema shot out from the start
gate, and lead the race to the finish flag, with Matthijssen adding a fourth
FIM Europe gold medal to his collection. Meanwhile behind him there was a
close fought battle going on for second and third places, with the runners
up position finally going to Markus Venus and Markus Heiss, and third place
on the podium to Markus Brandhofer and Michael Zapf.
FIM Europe Jury President Dickie Staff commented after the meeting: “This
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was a very close and competitive race meeting with the spectators being treated to a great days racing. The volunteers and members of the Vries club must
be congratulated for delivering a well organised event – it really was an exciting European Sidecar Final”.
Full results on FIM Europe website: www.fim-europe.eu/events/243

The actual issue of FIM Europe MAG is online and can be downloaded here.
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About FIM Europe (www.fim-europe.com) - The FIM Europe (in the past UEM, Union Europèenne de Motocyclisme) includes
47 National Federations (FMNs) and 6 Regional Motorcycling Associations and is a European organization acting within its attributions in all matters in relation with motorcycling activities and, as such, in domains ranging from sport, tourism, leisure, environment, mobility, road safety, legislative affairs, protection and defence of the rights and interests of motorcycle users. As far as
motorcycle sport is concerned, the FIM Europe is the supreme and sole European authority empowered by the FIM to control
European motorcycling sport activities organized under its jurisdiction throughout Europe.The aims of FIM Europe are to develop
and promote all forms of motorcycling in Europe as well as the co-operation and friendship between its members, and notably:
to examine all questions related to the development of motorcycling in Europe; to organize European Championships and to
establish all competitions that appear beneficial subject to the prior approval of the FIM; to co-operate with the FIM in all matters
relating to the organization of international events and motorcycling in general; to organize camps and seminars for riders, officials,
coaches and administrators of various European FMNs; to support the creation and development of motorcycling activities in all
European countries; to promote the co-operation among all European FMNs; to promote motorcycling among young people,
both as sport and motorcycling in general; to encourage the use of motorcycles in European countries and to develop motorcycle
tourism; to represent the interests of motorcyclists before European authorities; to promote in the media the sport of motorcycling
and the use of motorcycles in all of Europe.
Follow us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/europeanmotorcycling

